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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 . (currently amended) A central vacuum power unit comprising — m 

combination : 

a canister having a sidewall and a hollow interior; 

a^efea mber for oollooting dirt and in fluid communication with an inlot for the 
working air loaded with dirt; 

a first plate extending across said hollow interior, being mounted to said 
sidewall and being provided with a first opening, 

a second plate extending across the hollow interior and being provided with a 

first opening, 

ar 4hird plate extending across the hollow interior and boing provided with a 

first opening, 

a duct means having a sidewall, a hollow interior, a first end and a second end, 
the first end being mounted on the first plate and having the hollow interior of said duct 
means in fluid comm urrication with the first opening of the first plate, the second end being 
mounted to the second plate and having the hollow interior of the duct means in fluid 
communication with the first opening of said second plate, said duct means supporting the 
second plate above the first plate, the first plate and the second plate defining with the 
sidewall of the canister and the sidewall of the duct means an acoustic chamber, said acoustic 
chamber being further provided with a lining of sound absorbing material and an outlet in the 
sidewall of the canister, 

a motor-fan assembly within said canister and emitting noises and vibrations, 
said motor-fan assembly having an outlet connected to a pine which is in turn connected in 
fluid flow communication v n fhin gaid acoustic chambe r rooting again s t a scat mad e of 
rosiliont vibrati o n absorbing material and mounted on th e third plato; sai d motor fan aggombly 
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comprising ^ o l o ot ri o motor, n ^n™'""i f ™ r rnTnHnH Vfith 011 mcial intQko 131 flmd 
Qommiinication with tho chamber for collocting dobris, a tangential outlot and a piping having 
a firot ond in fluid coromurrirnti™ wife said taageafed outlet and a second end in fluid 
communication v-ith fee inside &£4fee nnminrin dnmponing chambon said motor fan assembly 
generating a flow of working air from the inl e t of the ohombor for coUocting debris to the 
oallot of the acoustic damponing chamb er; 

filtering rooano positioned bctvvoon the chamber for collecting dobris ond th e 

air intake - of tho vacuum fan; 

a first baffle means providod insid e tho acoustio damp e ning chambe^-aad 
positioned to roduoo direct motion of noiso delivorod from tho cooond end of tho piping to tho 

outlot of tho chamb e r ? 

means for g e nerating a flow of cooling air for tho olootric motor and m e ans fo r 

seducing tho omission of noises outside tho caniste r 

characterised in that a portion of said piping passes aorosa a further op e ning - i e 
provido d in tho plate providod with tbo coat of rcsiliont vibration absorbing material rocoaving 
tho motor fan opacmbly, ^nifl pegfeew nf piping having a vortioal axis subotantially parallel to 
tho axis of tho intake of tho vacuum fan, so that any deformation of tho scat duo to the 
vacuum existing underneath the motor flan assembly will allow the piping to olido frooly in 
said further opening without solid contact with said plate. 

Claim 2, (currently amended) • A The central vacuum power unit according to claim 1, 
wherein tho third plate and tho first plate arc tho samo plato exhausted working air from the 
motor-fan assembly is blown downwar d ly below the motor-fan assembly via said pipe into 
said acoustic chamber . 

Claim 3. (currently amended) A The central vacuum power unit according to claim 1, 

wherein the olootric motor motor-fan assembly is further provided with a cooling fan forcing 
a flow of cooling air from one end of the olootric motor motor-fan assembly to an opposite 
end ef saidmotog thereof and wherein said canister further comprise a fourth plato extending 
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acroco tho hollow interior of tho canister above tho third plate, and a fifth plato extending 
Qorooo the hoUow interior of the canister above tho fourth plate, the fourth plato and tho fifth 
plate defining with tho sidowall of the canister a first chamber in fluid communication vrith -a 
firct opening provided in th e sid e wall of th e oaniatcr and dofining on inlet for the cooling air 
for tho olcctrical motor and a gocond opening acro s s which a portion of a oaoing of said 
olootric motor is engaged, th e third plat e and tho fourth plato dofining with tho cidowall of th e 
eanister a second chamber for tho cooling air ooming out tho olootric motor and evacuated 
outsid e tho canister through an op e ning provided in tho sidowoll of th e canister and in fluid 
r nmmnn irn tf™ wi& said nmvinH nhnmhor said motor-fan assembl y is located between sai d 
second plate and a third plate, the second plate and the third plate defining with the sidewall 
of the canister a second acoustic chamber around said motor-fan assembly, said motor-fan 
assembly exhausting the cooling air into sa id second acoustic chamber along which the 
cooling ai r lias tn flow before being vented outside of the caniste r through an outlet opening. 

Claim 4. (currently amended) A Ihe central vacuum power unit according to claim 3, 

wherein tho fifth plat" nnri th * fest p 1 "*" are thn nntno plate wherein said canister is provided 
with a wall mounting bracket, and wherein said wall mounting bracket defi ne? a cpnduit in 
fluid flow communication with s aid outlet opening. 

Claim 5. (currently amended) A central vacuum power unit comprising in 

combination: 

a canister having a sidewall, a hollow interior and a debris collection chamber 
provided with an inlet for the receiving working air loaded with debris; 

a first plate extending across said hollow interior, being mounted to said 
sidewall and being provided with a first opening, 

a second plate extending across the hollow interior, being provided with a first 
opening and a second opening, 
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a duct means having a sidewall, a hollow interior, a first end and a second end, 
the first end being mounted on the first plate and having the hollow interior of said duct 
means in fluid communication with the first opening of the first plate, the second end being 
mounted to the second plate and having the hollow interior of the duct means in fluid 
communication with the first opening of said second plate, said duct means supporting the 
second plate above the first plate, the first plate and the second plate defining with the 
sidewall of the canister and of the duct means an acoustic dampening damping chamber, said 
acoustic damp e ning damping chamber being further provided with a lining of sound 
absorbing material and an outlet in the sidewall of the canister, 

filtering means positioned between the debris collection chamber and the duct 

means; 

a motor-fan assembly emitting noises and vibrations, resting freely against a 
seat made of resilient vibration absoibing material and mounted on the second plate around 
the first opening of said second plate; said motor-fan assembly comprising an electric motor, 
a vacuum fen provided with an axial intake in fluid communication with the first opening of 
the second plate, a tangential outlet and a piping having a first end in fluid communication 
with said tangential outlet, and a second end in fluid communication with the inside of the 
acoustic dampening damning chamber; said motor-fan assembly generating a flow of working 
air from the inlet of the debris collection tank chamber to the outlet of the acoustic dampening 
damping chamber; 

a first baffl e m e ans provided insid e th e acoustic dampening chamber and 
position e d to reduce direct motion of noiso deliver e d from tho second end o£ 4 ho piping t e-fee 
outlot of tho chamber, 

means for generating a flow of cooling air for the electric motor and reducing 
the emission of noises outside the canister, 

charact e riz e d in that w herein a portion of said piping pass e s aer ^ss extends 
through the second opening of the second plate and has a vertical axis substantially parallel to 
the axis of the intake of the vacuum fan, so that any deformation of the seat due to the 
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vacuum existing underneath the motor-fan assembly will allow the piping to slide freely in 
the second opening of the second plate without s olid contact with directly contacting said 
second plate. 

Claim 6. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 5, 

wherein the-a pathway between the outlet of the piping and the outlet of the acoustic 
dampenin g damping chamber represent extends along a portion of a circle. 

Claim 7. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 6, 

wherein said pathway is substantially annular. 

Claim 8. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 5, 

wherein the duct means has a substantially vertical passage between its Grst end and second 
end, the first end being substantially co-axial with the first opening of the first plate, the 
second end being parallel and not cdignod offset with respect to the first opening of the second 
plate. 

Claim 9. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 5, 

wherein the acoustic dampenin g damping chamber and first baffle means are completely 
provided with a lining of sound absorbing material. 

Claim 10. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 5, 
wherein a sleeve of resilient vibration absorbing material is mounted around the second 
opening of the second plate, said sleeve having an interior of such size and orientation to 
allow a free axial sliding of said portion of the piping passing ajcross the second opening of 
said second plate while substantially preventing leak of working air from the acoustic 
damning chamber. 
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Claim 11. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 10, 
wherein said sleeve is mounted on an upper side of said second plate. 

Claim 12. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 1 1, 
wherein said sleeve is mounted by gluing. 

Claim 13. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 5, 
wherein the electric motor is further provided with a cooling fan forcing a flow of cooling air 
from one end of the electric motor to an opposite end of said motor, and wherein said canister 
comprise a fourth plate extending across the hollow interior of the canister above the second 
plate, and a fifth plate extending across the hollow interior of the canister above the fourth 
plate, the fourth plate and the fifth plate defining with the sidewall of the canister a first 
chamber in fluid communication with a first opening provided in the sidewall of the canister 
and defining an inlet for the cooling air for the electric motor and a second opening across 
which a portion of a casing of said electric motor is engaged, the second plate and the fourth 
plate defining with the sidewall of the canister a second chamber for the cooling air coming 
out the electric motor and evacuated outside the canister through an opening provided in the 
sidewall of the canister and in fluid communication with said second chamber. 

Claim 14. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 13, 
wherein a set of seeefwt-baffles is fefth^provided between the inlet opening of the canister 
and the second opening of the fourth plate. 

Claim 15. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 14, 
wherein said second baffles are provided with a lining of sound absorbing material. 

Claim 16. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 13, 
wherein the second chamber is provided with a lining of sound absorbing material. 
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Clarim 17. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 13 
wherein the inlet of the first chamber and the outlet of the second chamber are each provided 
with an outer muffler provided with a lining of sound material therein. 

Claim 1 8. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 1 7, 
wherein both mufflers are provided in a hollow member having parallel conduits, each 
conduit being in fluid communication with the exterior of the canister at opposite ends of said 
member, and being respectively in fluid communication with the inlet of the first chamber 
and the outlet of the second member chamber . 

Claim 19. (currently amended) AThe central vacuum power unit according to claim 18 
wherein said hollow member further defines means for hanging the central vacuum power 
unit to a wall A 

Claim 20. (new) A central Vfl nmin pnwer unit roTYiprisinfy; 

a canister having a sidewalL formine a hollow interior, first and 
second plates extending across said hollow interior, a central duct extending between said 
first and second plates: said central duct being in fluid flow communication at opposite ends 
thereof with respective openings defined in said first and second plates, said first and second 
plates defining with the sidewall of said canist er an acoustic chamber about said central duct, 
said acoustic chamber being provide^ with a lining nf sound ahfinrhinfr material and having 
an outlet fo r ejxhaijsting airjherefrom, and a motor-fan assembly within said canister said 
motor-fan assembly having an outlet connected in fluid flow communication with said 
acoustic chamber. 
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